By Lorenzo Chavez

eorge Romero pauses every now

and then, straining to remember

his childhood days in the tiny

adobe house at 425 10th St. in Fort Collins.

Sold to the city five years ago, the

Romero House has been transformed

into the Museo de las Tres Colonias to

teach the public about Hispanic contri-

butions to the city’s economic growth,
particularly in the sugar-beet industry.

German-Russian immi-
grants come from the
Volga and Black Sea areas
to work in Northern
Colorado’s sugar-beet
fields. Some families make
homes in Buckingham
Place, a northeast Fort
Collins neighborhood
annexed in 1906, or
Andersonville, another
immigrant community plot-
ted outside the city in
1903. A German-Russian
neighborhood forms on
Greeley's east side.

The first sugar-beet
processing factory in
Colorado is built in Grand
Junction. Between 1899
and 1900, the state’s sugar
industry grew from
$100,000 to $3.6M.
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The museum’s Sept. 9 opening coin-
cided with the annual Fort Collins Historic
Homes Tour. It also helps kick off Hispan-
ic Heritage Month, starting Sept. 15.

The modest home in northeast Fort
Collins houses nearly 80 years of treas-
ured Romero family memories. All but
one of the surviving Romero children —
Art, George, Frances, Toni and Juliet —
still live in Fort Collins. Now in their 60s,
they are proud of their parents’ role in
shaping the region’s history.

Great Western Sugar
Company's first sugar-beet
factory opens in Loveland.

in Greeley and Eaton.

Sugar-heet factories open

FAMILY HISTORY

In 1927, John and Inez Rivera Romero
built their house in the area of Fort
Collins known as the Tres Colonias
(Three Colonies), comprising the neigh-
borhoods of Buckingham Place, Ander-
sonville and Alta Vista (aka the Spanish
Colony). The Great Western Sugar Com-
pany provided the land and materials for
workers to build their own houses as
long as they committed to living in the
home and working at the factory for at

The Great Western Sugar
Company becomes incor-
porated and begins to
consolidate its Northern
Colorado factories.

A sugar-beet factory
opens in Fort Collins. In
its first year, the factory
has a payroll three times
as large as all other manu-
facturing payrolls in the
area combined. Sugar-beet
tops provide food for cat-
tle and sheep, and Fort
Collins soon becomes the
Lamb Feeding Capital of
the World. Feed lots
become a profitable
endeavor in the area, and
a sugar-beet factory opens
the same year in Windsor.







